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> Discussion Points <
A . . A
Introduction to Winter Counts:
o In what ways did winter counts emphasize the continuity of tribal
identity? How did they contribute to the collective memory of the

community?
o They emphasized the continuity of tribal identity and provided a

y

> 1{4 chronological record of important events that shaped tribal }}t <
communities.

A

Purpose and Significance: A
o Discuss the purpose of winter counts >
N

A

o The purpose of winter counts was to record significant events, such
as battles, treaties, epidemics, and migrations, that occurred during
4 each year.

£

Narrative and Storytelling:
o Discuss the role of winter counts as a form of visual storytelling. How <
did each mark or symbol on the count contribute to the overall

- narrative of the tribe's history? 4
o Winter counts were a form of visual storytelling, where each mark or
symbol represented a chapter in the tribe's history.
y e Cultural Traditions: .

o Who typically kept and maintained winter counts? What was this role

>1« considered? »:<
o Winter counts were typically kept by designated individuals within

S the tribe, often a historian or elder responsible for maintaining and 4
updating the count. Passing down winter counts was a sacred
responsibility, ensuring the continuity of tribal knowledge and
heritage.

Legacy and Preservation:

X
> w o What are your thoughts that many winter counts are now preserved W <
N in museums and private collections. )
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Personal Reflections:
o Reflect on the importance of preserving cultural practices and
honoring indigenous knowledge systems in contemporary society.
o How can we apply lessons from winter counts to promote cultural
y awareness and respect today? -

>= o Do you know of any winter count keepers that live around here? =<
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